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Letter from the Viceroy to the  Congress  President)  dated
June 15,1946:
My dear Maulana Sahib,
I have received your letter of 14 th June. You deal with
matters on which we have already had much discussion.
We are doing everything possible to further the indepen-
dence of India. As we have already pointed out, however,
|:here must first be a new constitution, drawn up by the people
of India-
The Delegation and 1 are aware of your objections to the
principle of grouping. I would, however, point out that the
statement of 16th May does not make grouping compulsory.
It leaves the decision to the elected representatives of the
provinces concerned sitting together in sections.
The only provision which is made is that the representa*
tives of certain provinces should meet in sections so that they
can decide whether or not they wish to form groups. Even
when this has Leen done the individual provinces are still to
have the liberty to opt out of the group, if they so decide.
I recognise the difficulty about the Europeans who through
no fault of their own find themselves in a difficult position.
I still hope that satisfactory solution of this problem will be
found.
Our discussions in regard to the interim Government have
been on the basis of political parties and not communities.
I understand that this is regarded as preferable now, as it was
at the first Simla .Conference. In the proposed interim
Government of myself and thirteen others, will be six
Congressmen and five Muslim Leaguers. I do not see how
this can be called parity. Nor is there parity between Hindus
and Muslims there being six Hindus to five Muslims.
Even at this last moment, I still hope that the Congress
will now accept the statement and consent to join the interim
Government.
(Sd.)   Wavell.
Letter from Maulana Azad, the Congress President, to the
Viceroy, dated June 16, 2946 :
Dear Lord Wavell,   -
I have received your two letters of June 15.   I  note what
you say about grouping. We abide by our interpretation of it.
As regards Europeans> we are clear that even on a legal